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Editorial

The considerable pressure on the restoration of Classics has, as anticipated, somewhat eased this year, nevertheless there were no less than 29 Classic Sixes taking part in the Worlds at Sandhamn.  Perhaps the two most interesting boats there were those which finished first and one from last.

The winner of the Classic World Championship was DEN 64 Sunray, the first replica/Phoenix  to be built to the 2000 ISMA Replica Rules; beautifully built in Denmark for Hans Oen, by Jorgen Jensen, to the same design as S 52 Sinkadus, a 1939 Arvid Laurin boat and the first replica to be completed and raced internationally. 

Sadly, one from last at 28th was L 2 Mosquito, Petter Halvorsen’s carefully restored 1914 Anker and Jensen, the first Johan Anker boat to be rigged with a Bermudian rig.  This is believed to be the first time that a pre-1914 First Rule boat has taken part in a World Championships.

Class Trophies

Many of our major Class Trophies have been neglected and become unused over the years.  Recently Hans Oen together with Matt Cockburn have been engaged in tracking down and locating some of our great Trophies.  As is well known, the One Ton Cup, which was initiated in 1899 by the Yacht Club de France was, as a result of the near collapse of the Six-Metres, re-allocated to an RORC handicap based class.  It is held at the Yacht Club de France in Paris and action has been initiated and negotiations have begun by Stefan O’Reilly Hyland, President of the French Six-Metre Class to see if it could be returned to the Six-Metre Class.  Other trophies under investigation are the Coppa Giovanelli and the Oresundspokalen Cup.   Members of ISMA may well know of others.  Sadly, due to unacceptable behaviour, the Seawanhaka Cup was lost and was transferred to the Dragon Class some time ago and is now believed to be held by the Royal  Hobart Yacht Club in Tasmania.  To recover it, it will be necessary for someone to mount a campaign and take a serious Dragon and crew out to Tasmania to recover it.  Any offers?

Meanwhile, Edmond Capart has proposed a new competition for the best Six from each country who wishes to compete, based on the concept of the old One Ton Cup, with one boat representing each country.  However, the format would be somewhat different as, with the old One Ton Cup, boats were eliminated after three races if they had not won a race, thus competitors might attend but only take part in three races.  The aim of a new trophy would be for countries to, eventually, commission new radical Sixes to take part with the latest designs and most advanced ideas incorporated to take part.

New ISMA Classics Committee

The election at the AGM at Sandhamn of Henrik Andersin, owner of both May Be VI and Djinn, to be Chairman of the ISMA Classics Committee as well as Vice-President of ISMA has quickly resulted in an upsurge in interest and action by the new members of the Classics Committee, who include Matt Cockburn (USA), Pasi Kaarto (FIN), Doug Peterson (USA), Niklaus Waser (GER) and Tim Street (GBR). 

Considerable study is now in hand on a variety of subjects including:-

A maximum Wind Rule for Classics.

A new draft of the Classic Six-Metre Rules.   These to follow on from those previously circulated and subsequently commented upon by Ian Howlett, (Chairman of the ISMA Technical Committee) in ISMA Bulletin 1/2004, page 60.

The Future of the Classics.

Recovery and Allocation of Historic Trophies and Deeds of Gift.

Our future policy on replicas/Phoenix.

The future of the Classic Newsletter. (Pray all note that I am just gathering information for my Classic Newsletter No. 11!).

Restoration News

Antigua

There is a report of a new major restoration by Andrew Robinson who, some years ago, discovered and recovered K 12 Nada, a 1930 W. Fife and Son (probably designed by R. B. Fife), which he had found in the jungle in Antigua. (See photographs).  Having rescued her he had moved her to start restoration when she was very badly damaged by a hurricane and subsequently by a bulldozer.  After this setback he has now started on a very thorough restoration, using a number of shipwrights from a now defunct local boatyard.  He has obtained a copy of the original plans and she is being carefully restored as original.  Many of you will know of her from the article on her re-rigging with perhaps the first modern rig by Uffa Fox, in his book ‘Sailing Seamanship and Yacht Construction’, first published in 1934.  In the early 1980s she had been restored and was sailing in the Solent and in Plymouth, England.  Restoration is now well under way and Andrew plans to bring her to England for the 2007 Jubilee Regatta.

Australia

There are now two restorations in hand in Australia.  Recently, Geoff Docker has bought KA 1 Yeoman II (ex K 4 Esme), a 1937 Camper & Nicholson and sister to Erica, from Robert Bishop and has embarked on a full restoration, again with the aim of attending the 2007 Jubilee Regatta in England.  You may recall the photographs of her in the last ISMA Bulletin 1/2005. Yeoman II was previously imported from England by a pre-war Six-Metre enthusiast, Mr. William Dogg of the Royal Yacht Club, Williamstown, who founded Six-Metre match racing in Australia.  She was later bought by John Taylor who travelled to Melbourne and  successfully challenged for the Northcote Cup.  Subsequently, after meeting with an American, Eustace “Sunny” Vynne, together they initiated the Am-Aus Trophy and thus may fairly be credited with re-invigorating the Six-Metre Class world-wide and starting the Moderns.

Also now under restoration in Australia is KA 2 Venger (ex Avenger), a 1946 Bjarne Aas design, built by H. Griffin in Sydney, Australia, specifically to race against Yeoman II.  She has been largely restored by her owner Dara Johnson of Scope Marine and at present races out of the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club.

It is to be hoped that it will be possible for the two boats to once again meet up in a Match Racing series to re-create their original series of match races and challenge for the Northcote Cup, currently believed to be still held by John Taylor.

Denmark

DEN 63 Noreg III (ex N 72, US 88 Viking).  Originally built  in 1939 by Johan Anker for HRH Crown Prince Olav of Norway  Helmed by Rolf Svinndal, she represented Norway in the Seawanhaka Cup against Circe of England.  Her owner, Mads Lildholdt has had her under restoration on the island of Fyn in Denmark since 1997 and is very  pleased to report that his long and careful restoration has been making steady progress; indeed he hoped to have her out sailing this year.

England

Peter Wilson, who is now the owner of K 19 Jo , has made considerable progress with restoring her.  She is a very pretty Johan Anker design from 1920, which won the Olympic Gold medal at Antwerp.  Her hull is virtually complete and the position has now been reached where it is necessary to decide on how she is to be rigged, perhaps to a Rule 3 rig.  Peter is looking for a suitable purchaser who will wish to have her completed and who can decide on her future rig.  At present she has been restored exactly as original after being found in a hedge with a tree growing through her hull and only awaits a new lead keel.  He is asking £25,000 (Euros 36,310).

I am pleased to tell you all that K 15 Duet (ex Anne), a pretty 1926 Sir Thomas Glen-Coats design, after a number of years has just been purchased by David Walters and Richard Bendy.  A previous “restoration” had left her with an odd shaped cockpit and cabin and a very stumpy gaff rig, with her mast almost in the centre of the boat.  She has now gone to a well-known yard in Cowes, where her new owners intend to restore her both to her original condition and to full racing trim, again in good time for the Jubilee Regatta.

France

FRA 75 Joanna.  Basil Carmody reports some steady progress with his restoration of FRA 75 Joanna (ex G 24 Avalun VIII), which I have reported on extensively before.  He has obtained photographs of her on the sea in Scotland, in which she appears very pretty and has finished her special trailer, ready for her to go on.

F 77 Elfe.  Restoration has now begun on Elfe, a very pretty 1930 F. Camatte design, built by the very well known firm of Ets. G. Bonnin, at Lormont, after several years of neglect, when her future looked doubtful, as she lay outside a shed at Noirmoutier, on the French Atlantic coast.  Her owner, Clement Brunet-Moret has now taken her in hand and she is undergoing a full restoration.  It is hoped to obtain a photograph of her for the next Bulletin.

The Netherlands

Now with some nine boats in the Netherlands, either in full racing condition or under full restoration, the Netherlands have enought boats to be able, for the first time, to form their own fleet.

Irmi V (ex Piddar Ling).  Irmi V is a 1936 Henry Rasmussen design, built for Dr. H. Lubinus by Abeking and Rasmussen especially for the 1936 German Olympic Trials.  She has recently been found in in a barn in Holland and bought by Ronald Brons, who is planning to restore her fully.  Although the hull is in a pretty good shape, the keel was replaced during the war when the original lead keel was taken for armaments, as happened with many European Sixes and she has a small cabin and altered rig.  A & R still have the original drawings so Ronald is rebuilding her himself, with help from a friend, to original specifications, which he estimates will take him about two years.

D 48 Hakahala.   I am very pleased to report that Jan Mateboer has made great progress with his restoration of Hakahala, which you may all recall was in dire straits.  After carefully drying her out for some months, work has started to get her back to her correct shape and considerable reconstruction has already taken place.  Much of her will be original.  Her latest photograph is shown.

Poland

Darek Dziwura of Poland has been looking for a Six-Metre to restore and has been put in contact with an owner who has a suitable hull for restoration.  As a result of our contact, I was able to let him know that in 1936, three Six-Metres were built for and registered in Poland.  There were (or are?) P 1 Danita, a 1936 Bjarne Aas, which was based at the Polski Club Morski, Gdansk and represented Poland in the 1936 Olympic Games at Kiel and Bystry and Lotry, both built in 1936 by Abeking and Rasmussen for the Olympic Trials and both originally based at the Offerski Yacht Club at Gdynia.  Darek is now searching and researching for them, as it would be wonderful for him and for Poland if he could find and restore one.  They were last heard of as recently as 1996, so may still be in existence, if currently unrecognisable due to cabins or other alterations.

USA

N 30 Hanko II (ex Vi-Vi, pronounced Fi-Fi).  Hanko II was found by Steve Pearson under a barn which had collapsed on her due to the weight of snow.  She was in a very poor condition and had been stripped of some of her gear when he found her.  Subsequently, together with a group of friends he has moved her to his workshop and started on a major restoration, as far as possible using as many original bits and pieces as can be re-used, including her original lead keel.

