Classic Notes No. 11 a.

New Draft Classic Rules

This winter has seen a great flurry of behind the scene’s activity, as wide ranging studies are being carried out in preparation for a new draft of the Classic Rules, for consideration at the AGM at Flensberg; a new study of the Rules for Replicas, which were originally approved at the 2000 AGM at St. Tropez and the possible introduction of rules for sail materials and wind speeds.

This flurry of activity was initiated by a fairly new classic owner, Ronald Brons of the Netherlands, who having discovered and rescued Irmi V for restoration, suggested that the Classic Committee should study the Eight-Metre Rules, with a view to re-thinking the Draft Six-Metre Classic Rules along the same lines.  Subsequently, this proposal was taken up quite widely and many e-mails on the subject from Classic owners, as well as from Jan Lammearts Van Buren, the founding Secretary of the Eight-Metre Association, have flowed past, indeed I have a file with some 43 very long e-mails on the various subjects and more are still arriving.

As a result, a new draft of the Classic Rules has been prepared taking into account all the points made and including many sensible proposals received, which together have produced a fairly clear consensus.   Henrik Andersin, Chairman of the ISMA Classics Committee is floating this draft for general consideration prior to the next AGM, elsewhere in this Bulletin.

Replica Rules 

The current Replica Rules were considered and approved at the 2000 AGM, since when three boats have either been built to these rules or are currently under construction.  The Rules specifically prohibited the building of a number of boats to the same design, to avoid half a dozen clones, of say Goose, being built, resulting in what would inevitably become a One Design Class within a Class and leading directly to the end of “Classics” as we know them.  “Replicas”, or perhaps more correctly “Phoenix”, may only currently be built to an existing design for a boat which has been accidentally destroyed and MUST be built in exactly the same way as the original.

Despite several adverse comments and suggestions for multiple builds, any such views do not appear to represent a consensus.  In spite of, or perhaps because of the success of ‘Sunray’, which was very carefully built to the plans of and in exactly the same way as S 52 ‘Sinkadus, a 1939 Arvid Laurin design, at present there does not seem to be enough information or informed pressure to propose any changes. 

Wind Strength Rule  

Much discussion has also been taking place as to whether there should be a “Maximum Strength Wind Rule”.  In England, especially in the Solent, where the wind usually starts quite light at around say 8 knots at 1200hrs but, due to the effect of the normal sea breezes filling in after 1400hrs, it frequently reaches Force 4 to 5 by mid-afternoon.  Since 1990 therefore, racing in the Solent during the afternoon is not started in a wind strength of above15 knots and this has proved to be a very satisfactory compromise.

.

 However, where sailing areas are more sheltered and the sea less likely to become very rough after the start of a race, a greater strength at the start could perhaps be acceptable, although we must realize that, for seventy or eighty year old classic wooden boats, especially those which have not been rebuilt (the ‘Vintage Class’), any such increase would be unsatisfactory as putting too much strain on old wooden hulls.

Sail Limitations for Classics

Proposals have been floated during the winter to impose a limitation on sails for Classics, both in their materials and for numbers.   There are some difficulties over this as there is a very widely held view that, since Sixes were always conceived as a “development class” and have historically always been used to trial out new ideas, any such limitation would go against every ethos of the class.  A further major consideration is that, certainly outside Finland, many Classics rely for their sail wardrobes on purchasing second hand sails from the top Moderns competitors, which of course include all types of modern materials.  It is also by no means certain that modern materials do really prove to be substantially better than Dacrons, since in the 2003 Worlds at St. Tropez, certainly two out of the top six boats were using Dacrons which were not in their first youth.  Although the cost of Dacrons is substantially less than for Kevlar/Mylar, it is believed that any such proposal would be very strongly opposed by many owners.

What is brilliant news is that Peter Koenig, of Baum & Koenig, has presented a new Trophy for a “Vintage Class”, starting cautiously and very sensibly for Classic boats which are rigged with wooden masts and setting white Dacron sails with old-fashioned horizontal panels.  All Vintage Classics will need to have a Rating Certificate approved by Guy-Roland Perrin, however the problems of the Flotation Test still need to be addressed.  There is also the problem of “What is a true Vintage boat?” as a number of the boats which would be qualified by reason of their wooden masts and Dacron sails, have themselves been the subject of very major rebuilds.  Discussion continues.

Should “First Series” Moderns now join the Classics?

As a direct result of an initiative taken during the winter, combined with discussions with and advice from both Scott Rohrer and Ian Howlett  whose wide knowledge and experience of Six-Metre design goes back to the 70’s, there has been consideration as to what could to be done about the twelve or thirteen “early moderns” which were built after 1965 but before the introduction of Pelle Pettersson’s first Six “Irene” in 1977, which was seriously faster than previous modern boats.  

As was noted in both the two ISMA Newsletters published just before Christmas, the 1965 date which was chosen for the closure of the “Classics”, was based on the date of the Twelve-Metre ‘Intrepid’, the first modern generation Metre boat with separated keel and rudder.  The first Sixes built to this concept and to this configuration were those designed and built by Willi Lehmann on the Muggelsee in Berlin.  However it was perhaps the 1970 S & S design of the Twelve-Metre ‘Valiant’, drawn by Mario Tarabochio, which set the style for the next series of Olin Stephens boats, all of which had comparatively long waterlines and were heavy boats, with a correspondingly smaller sail area.   Where are these Moderns to go now? 

 Our major problem as a Class is that these boats are at present outclassed by both the later Moderns and many if not most of the better Classics, whilst even the later ‘early Moderns’, those built between 1976 and 1980 are also at present outclassed by the more recent ‘Moderns’, but in their cases more due to their lack of wings.  An in depth study of regatta results World-wide since1973, both in the USA and Europe, has confirmed this.

When the Djinn Trophy was introduced in the USA for "Old Boats" in 1979, the cut off date was set at 1960.  However, when England first introduced the concept of "Classics" in 1987/88, to encourage owners of old boats to improve them, the cut-off date for England was set at 1965.   Since the break is self-imposed, would it perhaps be an idea to consider raising the break date to 31st December 1975?  

The old "Moderns" directly affected would include KA 6 Toogooloowoo IV 1967; FRA 69 Astree, 1969; GER 49 Courage VI 1969; SUI 48 Antares 1970; GER 86 Gosling 1971; NED 20 Goodwood 1971; USA 100 St. Francis V 1973; KA 8 Pacemaker 1973; GBR 82 Razzle-Dazzle 1975; SWE 76 Suncraft 1975; SUI 71 Winchala 1975; SUI 60 La Difference 1975 and USA 106 St. Francis VI 1975.

Henrik Andersin, the Chairman of the ISMA Classics Committee, has made a very sensible alternative suggestion, which is that these boats could become the “Vintage Class” of the Moderns, which would certainly go part way to improving their position.  However, an in-depth study of race times in those regattas since 1977, in which these early boats have taken part, indicates that ON AVERAGE, these boats are between 40 secs and 45 secs per mile slower than Modern Sixes fitted with wings and thus, in an average regatta, would be likely to finish some 4 to 5 minutes behind the last Six fitted with a winged keel, which would be very disheartening on a regular basis.

It is therefore for general consideration by the Class whether perhaps an opportunity should now be given both by the Moderns and by the Classics Committee, to trialing the pre-1976 boats against the Classics, to see if they might be included as such and the change-over date adjusted in their favour to, say 31 Dec 1975. 

At the very least, it might encourage the owners to bring their boats out to race again.

Restorations

Currently, there are two potential owners who are looking for “wrecks“to restore long term and they have both been pointed towards the last few known such boats, which are awaiting rescue.  There are a number of other boats undergoing restoration, where the work is now well in hand and we may expect them to be finished and out on the water racing very soon.   These are:

GBR 32 Abu (ex N 45).

Johan Anker’s own 1931 boat, now owned by the Street family, who found her on he grass on the side of the road in Essex.  She is in Peter Wilson’s yard at Aldeburgh, Suffolk, England, where restoration of the hull is almost complete and she is now awaiting her deck.  Despite being converted to a cruiser in 1935 and fitted with a long cabin, self-draining cockpit and a big rubbing strake, surprisingly little rot was found and she only really needed some pieces being let into her oak floors; some replacement pieces in her hog piece; a new top strake because when the rubbing strake was removed considerable rot was found and a large number of broken ribs which had to be replaced, together with a number of short pieces of butt-ended hull planking.

GBR 3 Houri.

A 1911 A.E. Payne jnr design, owned by David Seer, which is also undergoing restoration to her original length by Peter Wilson, along with Abu and which will be rigged with a wooden mast and sails to future “Vintage Class” requirements.

GBR 22 Titia

A 1952 David Boyd design, which was built by Woodnutts, on the Isle of Wight, to be England’s competitor in the 1952 Olympic Games.  She has been bought back from the USA by Brian Pope for his own boat which he is sharing with Andy Postle, as he has now sold Caprice.   She is being beautifully restored to original in his yard in Cornwall and it is anticipated will be out to take part in the British Open Championships at Lymington, in May.

Irmi V (ex G 37 Piddar Ling)

Ronald Bron’s 1936 Henry Rasmussen design, now believed to be under restoration in The Netherlands, by Ronald Brons himself, with the help of a friend.

FRA 75 Joanna (ex G 24 Michel selig).

A 1935 Drewitz design, built by Bucholz in Berlin.  In depth research by Basil Carmody who owns her, indicates that she is even more unusual than originally thought, as she was designed to be measured while floating level, but was to be sailed with most of her crew, and the helmsman, moving aft, astern of her rudder post, to lengthen her waterline and thus, in theory, make her faster.  She is in position in St. Tropez, where Basil has recently taken off her lines and commenced restoration.

D 35 Dana (also K 22 English Rose).

Originally built in 1926 by Frank Morgan Giles, of Teignmouth, Devon, England, for a Danish owner, Mr. Graae, who raced her in the Solent, in 1927 she was lent to theRoyal Thames Yacht Club as the British contender for the Scandinavian Gold Cup, sailed for on  Long Island Sound, USA.  For this she was re-registered and renamed  English Rose and sailed by Frank Morgan Giles with Mrs. Morgan Giles in the crew, coming third to Norway and Sweden, which both had the first ever Genoas.  She has recently been bought from the Danish Yachting Museum by Darek Dziwura of Poland and she is currently on her way to Poland, where Darek proposes to completely restore her to pland obtained from the Teignmouth Museum.  It is anticipated that she will be re-numbered POL 4.  A photograph is shown of her in the Danish Yachting Museum before departure.

RSA 1 Vega.

A new and exciting discovery, Vega was built in South Africa immediately after the war but was only launched in 1950.  She was built by Ollie Hoyen-Hall, a shipwright who trained at Camper & Nicholson and her lines are believed to be based on Bob Kat II (now owned by Doug Peterson).

On the death of Mr. Hoyen-Hall she was taken over by an Eric Smith, who converted her into a cruiser/racer and in her time she held many long distance records.  Sadly she fell into serious disrepair until purchased by Percy and Jenny Elston in 2002.   They have now restored her to her present state as shown in her photograph.

She is regularly sailed competitively but she is unique in Republic of South Africa and they have no means of judging her performance levels and so propose to return her to being a Classic Six-Metre.  Currently she is having her coach roof modified to make her more competitive in handicap racing, until agreement is reached with S & S over plans, when after restoration, they hope to bring her to England for the 2007 World Championships and Jubilee Regatta.

GBR 12 Nada (ex D 39 Dana II)

A 1930 Fife, also originally built for Mr. Graae, in 1932 she was re-rigged by Uffa Fox and was in the British team which represented Britain in the 1932 British-American Trophy, against both Nancy and Bob Kat II.  She is currently under restoration in Antigua by Andrew Robinson, who plans to race her in the Antigua Classics and to bring her to England for the 2007 World Championships and the Jubilee Regatta.  Photographs of her progress are shown.

KC I (ex L 22) Merrenneto.

Merrenneto was built in Finland in 1927 and went to Canada, where she was bought and re-numbered KC 1, becoming the first ever Canadian registered Six-Metre. For a number of years she has lain in Ken Lavallette’s Woodwind Yachts boatyard.  She has now been bought by Lars Lindblom of Finland, who is to have her beautifully restored with a wooden mast, to the planned Vintage Rules.  He will then be bringing her back to Finland for racing.

Tim Street.

21st March 2006.
